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Walter Rothschild, Paul Palnik : Tales of the Chutzper Rebbe: A Selection from the Acidic Anthology  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Tales of the Chutzper Rebbe: 
A Selection from the Acidic Anthology: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. funny bookBy D. DanielsonI have read may books on Hasidim, but 
Rabbi Rothschild really gets to the heart of the matter with his humor. What I like about Jewish fairy tales it that 
instead of being about princes and knights, they are about prostitutes and pickpockets. Instead of ending with "and 
they lived happily ever after" the tales end with "and they had enough for one more meal."3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. Shmendricks GaloreBy Prof.Regina CarkaveitesA delightful romp filled with happy spiritual 
mayhem. A smorgasboard of shnooks, shlubs, shmendricks and shlamazels. Souls that fly to God with borsht in there 
beards. The Chutzper Rebbe is a holy man for all ages and stories,transcendent humor, a whacky delight.Warning; The 
Chutzper Rebbe does not like those who take themselves too seriously or the piously arrogant.I recomend this book to 
those who desire a soul deep laugh and a bagel with a small pickle and some seltzer.2 of 2 people found the following 
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review helpful. Oy ! Did I laugh !By A CustomerThis book gives the non-Jewish reader a rare, humorous, glimpse into 
the old world of European Jewry. Non stop good humor with charming illustrations. Light hearted yet making a clear 
statement about the sensibility of the modern approach to religion. If you love language, you will be highly entertained 
deciphering the Yiddish terminology..It was a machia to read!

This delightful collection parodies the beloved Chasidic (or, in the author's retelling, 'Acidic') tales passed down by 
generations of Jews. Rabbi Walter Rothschild has 'discovered' the Chutzper dynasty of Chasidim in a forgotten corner 
of Eastern Europe, where they have lived in virtual isolation to this day. Simple, literal and to the point, the Chutzper 
Chasidim blunder their way through life, but they never lose sight of their devotion to God and Judaism. Rothschild's 
Acidic tales closely mimic traditional Chasidic stories, often ending with a moral message. More often than not, 
however, the Chutzper Rebbe's aphorism is a humorous one. But, to paraphrase the Chutzper Rebbe, all learning is to 
be found here, including pointless learning. Some of the unusual characters featured in TALES OF THE CHUTZPER 
REBBE include a rabbi so pious that he refuses to work on the Sabbath, a good-hearted prostitute whose devotion to 
her yeshiva student customers prevents her from 'taking a Czech on Shabbas,' an inveterate liar who uses the Jewish 
calendar to trick the Tsar out of income tax, and an enterprising baker who sends a sack of flour in his place so a 
minyan can be counted. From these tales, readers learn the little-known origins of Manischewitz, the secret of good 
pickled herring, and why the tuna is a holy fish. With its Borscht Belt humor and clever wordplay, TALES OF THE 
CHUTZPER REBBE will have a wide appeal, especially to all who know enough Chasidic stories and their 
background to be able to appreciate and enjoy the cleverness of the parodies. A full glossary defines all Hebrew and 
Yiddish terms to help those less versed in the tradition.Torah Aura Productions publishes books for Jewish schools and 
families that help celebrate our heritage and our faith.We have over 25 years of experience as the leading creator of 
high quality educational materials that enable Jewish children to become empowered Jewish adults.Our books guide 
and enhance the Jewish knowledge, spirituality and identity of children and their families, and our innovative tools 
bring Judaism alive in synagogues, Hebrew schools, and day schools.Torah Aura Productions was founded in 1981 by 
a group of innovative Jewish educators who looked out at the field of Jewish education and found materials that were 
shallow and dull. They started a company to create new tools for families and teachers that would be exciting and 
meaningful. For more than two decades, Torah Aura has revolutionized the way Jewish schools enable their students 
to become empowered Jewish adults, and has helped families make Judaism a meaningful presence in their 
homes.Some of the areas we publish in:- Torah and Bible- Talmud- Jewish teaching- Jewish parenting- Jewish ethics 
and values- Jewish holidays- the Jewish lifecycle- Israel- Hebrew- Jewish prayerTorah Aura Productions: Making 
success in Jewish education an achievable reality.

About the AuthorRabbi Walter Rothschild is a world expert in the history of transportation in the Middle East and is 
the editor and publisher of Harakevet, the only magazine on the subject. He holds a Masters of Arts degree in 
Theology as well as a Certificate in Education from Cambridge University. Rabbi Rothschild lives in Leeds, England 
with his wife, Jacqueline Corine, and children, Nechama, Jacob and Bracha.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All 
rights reserved.Two Chadisim, a chochom (a wise one) and a tam, a k'sil (a simple and innocent one), were walking in 
the forest and arguing. The chochom was a follower of Reb Berel Shinom, the "Rebish of Chutzp"; the tam was 
following the chochom. Despite this, they lost the path and soon the pair were lost in the forest. Happily, they came to 
a large clearing, on top of a hill, from where they were able to obtain a clear view over the surrounding countryside 
and the sky, in which lightning was beginning to flicker. "Look!" said the tam. "It is light, it is beautiful, and with this 
light we can find our way home!" "No," said the Chuztper Chasid; "it is a sign of ha-Shem's glory--let us stand here 
and gaze in awe!" So they stood there together, in the clearing on top of the mountain, watching the lightning flash and 
flicker, ever closer toward them. That is how they were found, two days later, still smoking gently. 


