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Joan Lipsitz: Sweet Madness: A Study of Humor before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and al praised Sweet Madness: A Study of Humor:

Written for all who are interested in the mechanics of humor, Sweet Madness presents a general discussion and
introduction to the roles of paradox, metaphor, and fantasy in humor. The operation of the implicit and the
unconscious in humor; the importance of humor to human life; and the development, from childhood on, of the sense
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of humor are discussed. The background for this serious study is drawn from such fields as psychiatry, psychology,
anthropology, and sociology. William F. Fry, in thiswork, presents a new theory of the structure of humor based on
the sometimes little understood psychological processes experienced by those who use humor or are exposed to
humor. It is these relationships with other fields of study that allows for thisinvestigation into the anatomy of
humor.Fry, in this outstanding and erudite volume, takes a giant step in furthering our thinking about humor in
transactional terms. Humor and a sense of humor are avital part of human interactions, and as such, this book has
much to contribute to the study of psychology, cultural, communications, and of coursehumor itself.

Thisis aserious study well worth consideration by investigators of the nature of humor” —American LiteratureAbout
the Author William F. Fry is Emeritus Associate Clinical Professor at Stanford University, Distinguished Life Fellow
of the American Psychiatric Association, and Diplomate of the American Board of Psychiatry. He is the author or co-
author of numerous books including Humor and Wellnessin Clinical Intervention, Handbook of Humor and
Psychotherapy: Advancesin the Clinical Use of Humor, and Life Studies of Comedy Writers. William F. Fry is
Emeritus Associate Clinical Professor at Stanford University, Distinguished Life Fellow of the American Psychiatric
Association, and Diplomate of the American Board of Psychiatry. He is the author or co-author of numerous books
including Humor and Wellnessin Clinical Intervention, Handbook of Humor and Psychotherapy: Advancesin the
Clinical Use of Humor, and Life Studies of Comedy Writers.



