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David Benjamin : Sumo: A Thinking Fan's Guide to Japan's National Sport (Tuttle Classics)  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sumo: A Thinking Fan's Guide to Japan's 
National Sport (Tuttle Classics): 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Heavy Wrestlers; Light ReadingBy Carl TEntertaining whimsical. If 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=4805310871


you are already knowledgeable of Sumo, or want a serious analysis of Sumo from either a technical; philosophical; or 
historical perspective, look elsewhere. As a kid, I read Joe Garagiola's "Baseball is a Funny Game". This book 
satisfied a similar itch I had for Sumo as an adult.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Witty and 
usefulBy ReallyFastHero"Sumo: A Thinking Fan's Guide to Japan's National Sport" is a very witty and charming 
guide to sumo, perfect for new fans or for fans who have seen a basho or two (or 100). Benjamin is funny throughout 
and shows sumo through a series of anecdotes and personal experience, as well as traditional sumo knowledge and 
history. This book is especially good for "gaijin" (non-Japanese) as a way of understanding the many layers and 
nuances of sumo. The book is never dry, always lively, and paints a vivid picture of sumo in the 21st century.2 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. Sumo? Very amusing!By Gaylord PlummerSumo is a very humorous and 
informative book about a esoteric (to Americans) Japanese sport. Especially amusing are comparisons to American 
sports and athletes. An easy, fun read.

Sumo is a fresh and funny introduction to the fascinating world of sumo, Japan's national sport. Author David 
Benjamin peels away the veneer of sumo as a cultural treasure and reveals it as an action-packed sport populated by 
superb athletes who employ numerous strategies and techniques to overcome their gargantuan opponents. Sumo 
provides an engaging, witty, behind-the-scenes look at sumo today.

About the AuthorDavid Benjamin lived in Japan for 7 years, where he was editor-in-chief of Tokyo Journal, 
contributing editor and columnist for The Japan Times Weekly, and wrote a weekly column for The Mainichi Daily 
News. He was also a regular sumo columnist in Shukan Bunshun and an occasional commentator on sumo and other 
sports on television, and remains the only foreigner ever to cover Japan's national sport on a regular basis in a major 
Japanese-language publication. He lives in New York and Paris. 


