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Leland Gregory : Stupid Science: Weird Experiments, Mad Scientists, and Idiotsin the Lab (Stupid History)
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Stupid Science: Weird
Experiments, Mad Scientists, and Idiots in the Lab (Stupid History):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. i love itBy Gwyn Williamsl think that thisis a very funny book
because it is about idiots that are stupid we think i think9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. It's only
stupid if you don't understand the science....By M. GuidoAlthough there are smatterings of humorous two-linersin this
little book, it quickly becomes apparent that the author 'defines’ stupid science as whatever material he doesn't either


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0740779907

have the background to understand, or the interest in actually learning about. For example, he apparently thinksit's
pretty stupid for researchers to test which tentacles octopuses use by handing test subjects Rubik's Cubes. It seems
likely the cubes were selected because 1. they're large enough to not be eaten by the animals; 2. because the cubes are
colorful, so determining subtle manipulations to the cube will be apparent when the color patterns change on the cube
faces; 3. the cubes would allow fairly easy observation of which arms are doing what, if anything. The stupid part is
that evidently the book's author thinks researchers are wondering if the brainy mollusks will solve the Rubik's Cubes.
In his own 'excerpt’ it states clearly: Researchers are testing which tentacles are used NOT: Researchers are testing
whether octopuses can solve the Rubik's puzzle. There are many other similarly stupid anecdotes in this cut-n-paste
style book. The author is unclear on the concept that sometimes that which seems 'silly" to the untrained eye (or closed
littte mind) actually has real purpose and ultimately the potential of real significance...even in his narrow little world!0
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Once-Over-Lightly-Guide to Oddball Science! By Mike
O'ConnorLeland Gregory and Andrews McMeel Publishing have made a mint cranking out short-and-sweet page-
turners detailing Stupid Crooks, Stupid Politicians, etc. STUPID SCIENCE, published in 2009, turns ajaundiced eye
to the world of science and, not unexpectedly, uncovers various examples of WEIRD EXPERIMENTS, MAD
SCIENTISTS, AND IDIOTSIN THE LAB.The "Stupid Science" label putstoo black of a spin on the book's contents.
Some items such as research projects on nose picking, pigeons and GPS, bellybutton lint, duck quacks and devices that
analyze dog barks certainly would be in the running for the Golden Fleece Award given by the late, great Senator Bill
Proxmire. However, some items merely report on odd or not-so-bright scientific articles, inventions, pronouncements,
etc. The funniest itemsin STUPID SCIENCE are the running series of actual answers given on science exams (e.g., Q:
Name the Four Seasons; A: Salt, Pepper, Mustard and Vinegar).In short, STUPID SCIENCE and similar titles are
fairly harmless, often entertaining and inexpensive fluff-pieces perfect for lunchtime reading or burning up the hours
spent on an airliner. Recommended.

New Y ork Times best-selling humorist Leland Gregory chronicles laboratory experiments gone awry, modern-day
mad scientists, and scientific mythconceptions inside Stupid Science. Consider these cases of misdirected human
activity, each in the name of science:* The lllinois Department of Conservation spent $180,000 to study the contents
of owl vomit.* Georgia State University psychology professor James Dabbs discovered in 1988 that trial lawyers have
about 30 percent more testosterone in their bodies than normal people (regardiess of gender). Dabbs stated in the
Journal of Applied Social Psychology that high testosterone levels are often linked to aggressiveness and "antisocial
behavior." We all knew that lawyers were full of something--now we know it's testosterone.* What do stinky cheese
and unclean feet have in common? They both attract mosguitoes according to a November 8, 1996 article from
Reuters.

About the Author?The jokes, wacky anecdotes, and inane quotesin Leland Gregory's Stupid-themed anthol ogies
showcase the best of human nature at its worst. Through his Twitter handle of @ChronicStupid, Leland shares
headlines, quips, and unbelievable feats of folly culled from print, online, and broadcast media around the globe. He
has authored more than a dozen humor titles, including What's the Number for 9117 and the New Y ork Times best-
sellers Stupid American History and Americal's Dumbest Criminals. A tireless promoter, he has made hundreds of
radio and television appearances, including multiple appearances on NBC's Today show.



