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Joel R. Cohn : Studies in the Comic Spirit in Modern Japanese Fiction (Harvard-Yenching Institute 
Monograph Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Studies in the Comic Spirit in Modern Japanese Fiction (Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph Series): 

7 of 9 people found the following review helpful. comic as in comedyBy A Customerin the infinite wisdom of the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0674847113


previous reviewer it was noted that this book is not about japanese comics. it is of course about comic writing and 
dazai osamu is a prime example of that. if you want to read 'comic' books then stick to marvel or d.c. or you may even 
try that japanese stuff, oh what is it, i believe it is called manga or something. if you want a scholarly book dealing 
with the 'comic spirit in modern japanese FICTION' then you should get this book.0 of 20 people found the following 
review helpful. Really useless, don't waste your money.By A CustomerThere is nothing to study about japanese 
comics. It doesn't matter whether Havard professor studied comics or any fifteen years old boy studied comics. You 
don't need to know everything about Japanese history, in order to understand comics. it's part of the pop culture. This 
book tries to over-analyze everything. Don't waste your time. Don't wast your money.

Unlike traditional Japanese literature, which has a rich tradition of comedy, modern Japanese literature is commonly 
associated with a high seriousness of purpose. In this path-breaking study, Joel R. Cohn analyzes works by three 
writers—Ibuse Masuji (1898-1993), Dazai Osamu (1909-1948), and Inoue Hisashi (1934- )—whose works constitute 
a relentless assault on the notion that comedy cannot be part of serious literature.Cohn focuses on thematic, structural, 
and stylistic elements in the works of these writers to show that modern Japanese comedic literature is a product of a 
particular set of historical, social, and cultural experiences. Cohn finds that cultural and social forces in modern Japan 
have led to the creation of comic literature that tends to deflect attention away from a human other and turn in on itself 
in different forms. 

Despite the flourish of Western studies of Japanese literature in the past few decades, the comic spirit in modern 
Japanese fiction has been largely overlooked, and Joel Cohn in this pioneering project has undertaken the challenging 
task of identifying the source of laughter...Hopefully this book will inspire many to search for laughter, to the gentle 
comic spirit, in modern Japanese literature as well as its connection to the past. (Angela Yiu Journal of Japanese 
Studies)This is a book for the educated devotee of Japanese fiction, or the catholic literary scholar, or the enthusiastic 
plunger with a penchant for the deep end. To categorise it as one for the expert might be off-putting. It may be a case 
of caviare to the general. The author's understanding of the depths and subtleties of the Japanese language compels 
admiration. His ability to relate the work of his subjects, Ibuse Masuji, Dazai Osamu, and Inoue Hisashi, to the wider 
and more distant literary contexts of Aristophanes, Rabelais, Molière and Bergson is not showmanship, but 
scholarship. (Sidney Giffard Japan Society)About the AuthorJoel R. Cohn is Associate Professor of Japanese at the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 


