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Simon Briggs : Stiff Upper Lips and Baggy Green Caps: A Sledger's History of the Ashes  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Stiff Upper Lips and Baggy Green Caps: A 
Sledger's History of the Ashes: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Quotes and AnecdotesBy Average TravellerA must-read for anyone 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1780879954


who enjoys cricket literature. Tries to trace the origin and course of sledging in Ashes cricket over the decades. Ends 
up being a history of the Ashes, mentioning every series from 1882 to 2005, but never in a tedious manner or merely 
statistically. This isn't a condensed form of Wisden, for sure.What's somewhat unique is the angle from which it looks 
at them - mainly, funny or provocative things that were said, and brief looks at the personalities who said them. 
Alternative but interesting looks at Spofforth, Lord Harris, (Sid) Barnes, Jardine, Ranji, Fry, Bradman, Hutton, Miller, 
Laker, Tyson, Snow, Botham, (Ian) Chappell, Border, Warne, (Steve) Waugh, and many 'lesser' personalities...The 
author himself has some funny lines - for example, he describes Boycott's batting as "all tortoise and little hair".This is 
not just a tabloid in book form, though. Along the way, there's also plenty for people who appreciate the technical side 
of cricket - sticky wickets, the Australian approach, chucking, helmets, the approaches of different captains, etc.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Somewhat boring.By Nat ColeBook is more a history of the ashes. Hardly 
any quotes of sledging. Very limited content. Somewhat boring.

Peppered with bouncers, expletives, and even the odd diplomatic incident, this is a rip-roaring journey through over a 
century of Ashes history. For a list of every Ashes century and five-wicket haul, try Wisden, but if you want to know 
which England batsman was a martyr to syphilis and which Australian fast bowler reckoned the Queen had 'nice legs 
for an old Sheila', then read on... Stiff Upper Lips and Baggy Green Caps exposes the seamy side of Ashes cricket. It 
gives the inside story behind controversies from the Bodyline series of 1932-33 and the Lillee and Thomson blitzkrieg 
of 1974-75, right up to the unseemly modern spats that ensure that this biannual frenzy of backbiting, finger-pointing 
and dubious facial hair remains one of the great events of the sporting calendar.

'Rollicking good fun' Observer. * Observer * 'An entertaining, timely and irreverent trip through the history of the 
Ashes' Sunday Times. * Sunday Times * 'A history of the Ashes with more spice than you will find in a curry-house 
kitchen' Daily Telegraph. * Daily Telegraph *About the AuthorSimon Briggs covers tennis and cricket for the Daily 
Telegraph. He grew up in Oxford, in a house full of academics, then studied history at Cambridge, but no-one has ever 
discovered which period. He lives in London. 


