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Rick Reilly : Sportsfrom Hell: My Search for the World's Most Outrageous Competition before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sports from Hell: My Search for the World's
Most Outrageous Competition:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not Reilly's best work, but well worthBy ScottSports From Hell isa


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=076791970X

much different piece than Reilly's other books/novels. It's written from a different voice, and each chapter has no
relation to the others, so it is more of a"when you have time" read, for perusing a chapter here and there. It's not nearly
as exciting as his other books (or his ESPN/SI articles), but the book is still extraordinarily entertaining and just as
funny as his typical writing style.He goes throughout the world and writes about the oddest sports, such as rock-paper-
scissors competitions, ferret-legging, and even baseball. The book is entertaining, passes the time, and really gives you
insight into how crazy the typical sportsfanis (in agood way!).If you like hiswriting, 1'd absolutely recommend
buying it, you'll enjoy it. But don't expect a Pulitzer Prize-worthy book.0 of O people found the following review
helpful. Reilly is dedicatedBy L-SmackRick Reilly isone of my favorite sports authors. | always read his columnin Sl
and read hiswork on ESPN frequently. His book " Sports from Hell" continues his excellent work.Rellly travels around
the world looking for dumb sports competitions. He manages to find everything from extreme sauna championships,
rock-paper-scissors, golf off amountain side, Jarts, and ferret legging. The onething | realy liked isthat Reilly
competesin al of the events himself. His interviews of the contestants gives a good feel for what it takes to compete
and why they would do it.Highly recommendedO of 0 people found the following review helpful. Rick Reilly at his
best!By Gary AndersonThe book arrived on time and in excellent condition. I've always enjoyed his writing, from S|
to the present, and his verbal images in this book remind me of my all-time favorite sports writer, the late, great Jim
Murray of the LA Times. Some of Rick's selections barely qualify as "sports,” but | am sorry | missed teeing off with
him on #1 at Elfego Baca and ... finishing the hole the same day.

Bestselling author and ESPN star, Rick Reilly delivers a hilarious, unabashedly fun, and at times, skin-searing tour
through some of the world’ s most amazing and outrageous sports From the physically and mentally taxing sport of
chess boxing to the psychological battlefield that is the rock-paper-scissors championship, to the underground world of
illegal jart throwing, Rick Reilly subjected himself to both bodily danger and abject humiliation (or, in the case of
ferret legging, both) in order to personally find the world's strangest sporting event. Chronicling his adventures as only
he can, Rick enters aworld of bizarre characters, fierce competition, and exotic locals--with stopsin Australia, New
Zedand, Finland, Denmark, England, and even a maximum security prison at Angola, Louisiana--and theresult isa
laugh-out-loud book perfect for any sport’s fan.

.com Dave Barry s Sports from Hell Dave Barry isahumor columnist. For 25 years he was a syndicated columnist
whose work appeared in more than 500 newspapers in the United States and abroad. In 1988 he won the Pulitzer Prize
for Commentary. Many people are still trying to figure out how this happened. Dave has also written atotal of 30
books, although virtually none of them contain useful information. Two of his books were used as the basis for the
CBS TV sitcom Dave's World, in which Harry Anderson played a much taller version of Dave. Dave livesin Miami,
Florida, with hiswife, Michelle, a sportswriter. He has a son, Rob, and a daughter, Sophie, neither of whom thinks he's
funny. His new book I'll Mature When I'm Dead will be published in May 2010. Read his review of Sports from Hell:
When you rank the greatest sportswriters in the world today, one name stands alone at the top of the list. But this
review isnot about him. Thisreview is about Rick Reilly, and his excellent new book: Sports from Hell (long subtitle
alert): My Search for the World's Dumbest Competition. Not only isit hilarious, but it also raises some important
guestions, the main one being: Reilly got paid for this? Yes, he did, and | applaud him for it, especialy if he also
claimed his expenses as tax deductions. And there were alot of expenses, because to write this book Reilly roamed the
globe in atwo-year quest to find the world's most idiotic sports. "Wait aminute," | hear you saying. "If he was looking
for idiotic sports, why didn't he just stay in America and write about professional lawn-mower racing?' Because in the
pantheon of international sports stupidity, lawn mower-racing is nothing. Reilly found sports that make professional
lawn-mower racing look like the Indianapolis 500. The World Sauna Championships, for example. Thisisa
competition held in Heinola, Finland involving saunas set to 261 degrees, which is basically your daytime high
temperature on Mercury. Reilly was able to sit in one of those saunas for four minutes before hisfillings started to
melt. The winner made it 13 minutes, emerging victoriously to raise the stumps of his hands in triumph while Finnish
firemen extinguished him. Among the other highly entertaining, if not uplifting, sports that Reilly participated in were:
ferret-legging, in which contestants put alive ferret down their pants and see how long they can keep it there without
qualifying for a completely new section of the choir, if you get my drift; women's professional football (I don’t want to
ruin it for you, but their idea of "holding" is entirely different than ours); and Australian nude bicycle-racing, one of
the few sportsin which you run the risk of Death By Chafing. (Warning to Australian citizens: Reilly's bike was
rented.) My point is, if you enjoy--And who doesn't?--reading about other peopl€e’s pain, then you are going to love
Sports from Hell. It's the wittiest sports book out there. And if you don't agree, you don't know wit from Heinola. Look
Inside Sports from Hell (Click to Enlarge) Bull Poker:The inmates of Angola (La.) State Prison engage in a healthy
use of taxpayer money with agame of Bull Poker. The last man to jump out of his chair and flee the scene as the bull
smashes the table is not just the winner of the jackpot but also separated from his pancreas at no extra charge. Chess
Boxing Friends:In this deliciously dumb mishmash, Reilly observes that the best strategy isto play chess slow and box
fast. Rock, Paper, Scissors:Reilly faces amomentary setback in Round One of the intensely strategic Rock-Paper-



Scissors championship held annually in Toronto. There were injuries. Sauna:Reilly emerges--not victoriously but still
alive--from a 261°F sauna after lasting 3 minutes and 10 seconds in the World Sauna Championships in Finland.
(Dave Barry photo © The Miami Herald, Sports photos © Cynthia"TLC" Reilly) From BooklistIt’s always good when
sports kookiness happens and Rick Reilly isthere to cover it—and sometimes even join in. Fancy two ferrets running
loose in your underwear-less sweatpants? Or playing chicken in a 264-degree sauna? Or risking life and limb on a
three-mile-long (par 19) golf hole that starts on a scruffy, rattler-laden New Mexico mountaintop? Better Reilly than
us. But since these are the “ dumbest” and not just the most dangerous competitions, Reilly also includes baseball
(huh?), nude bicycling, chess boxing, a drinking game whose winner is determined by the color and texture of his
vomit, and bull poker, in which four prisoners (voluntarily) sit at a card table in the middle of arodeo ring while an
insanely angry bull charges them—the last prisoner to bolt from the table is the “winner.” Reilly brings his patented
one-liner shtick to the proceedings, much of it LOL, some of it painfully old boy. But he knows and delivers a good
story when he seesit, and beneath all the goofiness, readers can’t help but be touched by the sheer ingenuity of many
of these games and the sheer courage of many of the participants. These 13 pieces are previously unpublished, al the
more reason readers will be attracted to them. --Alan Moores "Reilly could write about lawn bowling and make it
funny, informative, and entertaining."--Los Angeles Times‘[Reilly] knows and delivers a good story when he seesiit . .
. readers can't help but be touched by the sheer ingenuity of many of these games and the sheer courage of many of the
participants.” --Booklist



