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Jamie Kornegay : Soil: A Novel before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and
all praised Soil: A Novel:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An Instant ClassicBy Kalena Doffingl thought it was brilliantly
witty. Some parts were alittle muddy, but it's Pride Prejudice set in the backwoods of Mississippi (that's a
compliment!). It reads like aclassic. You fed like you're reading something that's going to be really great. The other
reviewers were correct in that the main character's descent into madnessis very fun to read and at times you just want
to shake him. | like to think of him as the lovable buffoon because everything he touches either dies or hurtshimin
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some way. Yes, there are afew dogs that are killed in the book, but it wouldn't be aliterary classic without a pet dying.
| giveit five stars. It'slike nothing I've ever read before. |'d read it again, no doubt.1 of 1 people found the following
review helpful. Wouldn't read it again. Didn't even read it once! By Customerl'm pretty quick to find humor, but the
much-lauded humor in this book largely escaped me. | got bored and stopped 1/3 in.0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Great writing. Enjoyed that the author was able to ...By AfairGreat writing. Enjoyed that the author
was able to realistically shift POV between male and female. Not the kind of book | usually read, but | appreciated the
darkness. Excellent attention to detail, even in the most disturbing scenes.

A darkly comic debut novel by an independent bookseller about an idealistic young farmer who moves his family to a
Mississippi flood basin, suffers financial ruin—and becomes increasingly paranoid he's being framed for murder.It al
began with a simple dream. An ambitious young environmental scientist hoped to establish a sustainable farm on a
small patch of river-bottom land nestled among the Mississippi hills. Jay Mize convinced his wife Sandy to move their
six-year-old son away from town and to arich and lush parcel where Jacob could run free and Jay could pursue the
dream of a new and progressive agriculture for the twenty-first century. He did not know that within ayear he'd be
ruined, that flood and pestilence would invade his fledgling farm or that his wife and son would leave him to pick up
the pieces by himself. When Jay Mize discovers a corpse on his property, heis sure his bad luck has come to a head
and he isbeing framed. Were Jay in his right mind, he might have reported the body to the police at the very same
moment they were searching for amissing tourist from Ohio. He might have not dragged the body back to hisfarm
under the cover of night and spent hours disposing of it. But Jay Mizeisnot in hisright mind. His mounting paranoia
is accelerated by a hot-rod local deputy, nosing around with questions about the missing tourist and making dark
comments about Jay’ s estranged wife Sandy. It’'s enough to make an honest man amaniac... Drawing on elements of
classic Southern noir, dark comedy, and modern dysfunction, Jamie Kornegay’s novel is about the gravitational pull of
one man’s apocalypse and the hope that maybe, just maybe, he can be reeled in from the brink. Readers will “applaud
the arrival of an exquisitely deranged new voice to American fiction” (Jonathan Miles, award-winning author of Want
Not and Dear American Airlines).



