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Henry Cecil : Independent Witness (Colonel Brain)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Independent Witness (Colonel Brain): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great learning experianceBy MaritsaYou can get the whole book by 
reading the first chapter and the last, but if you do that then you'll miss the oddity of the book. The humor is excellent. 
I caught myself laughing on the metro a few times. Every person should read Henry's books because they help you 
learn the legal procedures not only of UK but also of the US. What does it mean to be a witness to an accident? How 
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do you know if what you saw was really what happened? Through the legal proceedings you will learn to ignore some 
faults you may have in the way you may present your very case as well (if you should end up in the court room for any 
reason). The ending will surprise you.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A funny and refreshingly 
different legal mysteryBy CustomerThis is a humorous legal British mystery first published in 1963. A car and a 
motorcycle collide and after a brief pause, the car driver leaves the scene of the accident. Many folks at a nearby pub 
are on hand to help the injured motorcyclist and to speak to the police about what they saw. None of them has any 
connection to the men involved in the accident (i.e., they are independent witnesses) and all claim the car driver ran 
the halt sign. An M.P. confesses to being the driver but insists he stopped at the sign, albeit briefly. He claims he left 
the scene because he had just had a panic-inducing call from his sick wife.Much of the book consists of the courtroom 
examination and cross-examination of the independent witnesses. Some of them are quite eccentric, and their 
testimony is a hoot. The only sour note is struck when the author briefly goes off a tangent that minimizes the plight of 
domestic violence victims. I grimaced but kept reading. As Cecil was a judge, I especially wish his views were more 
enlightened. Yet the passage could very well be somewhat *less* offensive than a typical judge's view of domestic 
violence four decades ago. That bit aside, this was a quick, fun, and amusing read.2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. not the same ol' thingBy A CustomerI stumbled upon this book quite be accident and boy, am I glad I 
did. This takes you through the events following a collision between a car and a motorcycle. It records the event as 
seen from the point of view of eight different witnesses, all who may or may not have seen what they think they saw. 
This may not sound like it would make for fascinating reading, but trust me on this, it really does! The writing is 
superb, the plot speeds along (no pun intended), and the characterizations are often hilarious. Suffice to say that this is 
not your ordinary mystery. Do yourself a favor and pick this one up!

Mr Justice Grampion hates dangerous drivers and believes it is his duty to give very severe sentences to those who 
offend. He is well-known for his opinion on the matter, so, when Michael Barnes, MP, is to be tried for a very serious 
motoring charge, he is devastated to hear that Grampion will be the judge. To make Michael's problems worse he has 
no witness to support his story. Ranged against him are a host of independent witnesses whose testimonies are 
hilarious and often contradictory. While this is another highly amusing novel from Henry Cecil it also examines the 
serious nature of truth and reality as perceived by different witnesses.


