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Ritch Shydner, Mark Schiff : I Killed: True Stories of the Road from America's Top Comics  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised I Killed: True Stories of the Road from 
America's Top Comics: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The best. Once I started reading I couldn't put it downBy E. Martin 
OlsonMy favorite all-time book of comedy anecdotes, collected and edited by Ritch Shydner and Mark Schiff, two 
brilliant comedy writers and performers.Hilarious and truthful stories told by comedians about their experiences on the 
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road. Some will make you howl laughing, others are extremely insightful, and some are so moving and emotional you 
will cry.Just a perfect, perfect gem of a book about what it's like being a professional comic.Highly recommended.2 of 
2 people found the following review helpful. Fun ReadBy Thomas A. BradyThis is a fun, interesting book to read. I 
will warn that I didn't find it to really be funny, if that's what you're looking for...but the road stories are very 
interesting. It was nice to hear insights from comics who have been doing it for decades. The only downside to the 
book is that not all of the stories are necessarily believable. They took stories down from essentially anyone and 
everyone, and that means you're going to get some bad mixed in with the good (i.e. Carolos Mencia). Also, the book 
gets a little cheesy at times, but if you can sift through those moments, there are some really cool stories to be read that 
will stick with you.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Get it.By BROv1Pretty good. Will hold your 
attention. Great for comedy nerds.

In a hilarious look at real life on the comedy circuit, some of America’s most famous comics share their own stories of 
life on the road, gigs gone wrong, and unexpected zany moments, with contributions by Jay Leno, Jerry Seinfeld, 
Chris Rock, Mike Myers, Bill Maher, Joan Rivers, Jeff Foxworthy, and others.

From Publishers WeeklySome of the funniest—and most outrageous—stories a comedian has don't get told onstage. 
They're passed around after hours and derive from the bizarre intersection of travel, intoxicants and the colorful 
characters on the fringes of the comedy world. (A little poverty can't hurt—the best stories from "top comics" often 
come from the early days.) In this collection, Ron Shock tells of being goaded by outlaw comic Bill Hicks into 
dropping acid before a show, infuriating the audience and escaping just in time. Jay Leno recounts how he accidentally 
left a groupie tied to her bed overnight—and she loved it. Black comic Alonzo Bodden recalls ripping into a redneck 
from the stage and having audience members tell him later that his target ran the local Klan. Shydner, early in his 
career, performed regularly at a variety of bars around Washington, D.C., and found himself opening for a riled-up 
audience eager to see the Ramones. He suffered through a "beer shower," and one of the Ramones thought that was his 
act: human beer sponge. Jerry Seinfeld, in his foreword, calls comedy "one of the Great Jobs"; this volume makes for 
excellent bathroom reading—and that's a compliment. (Oct.) Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of 
Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.About the AuthorRitch Shydner did everything he was told to be to become a 
star: appearances on all the talk shows, his own sitcom pilot, roles on hit sitcoms, HBO specials, and movie roles. He's 
written for numerous TV shows, including Roseanne, The Jeff Foxworthy Show, Becker, Titus, and Mind of the 
Married Man and was a co-executive producer of the WB's Blue Collar TV. Shydner is the author of Kicking Through 
the Ashes: My Life as a Stand-up in the 1980s Comedy Boom. He is also the coauthor of a book on stand-up, I Killed. 
In the '80s, he made numerous TV appearances, including on Late Night with David Letterman and The Tonight Show 
with both Johnny Carson and Jay Leno.Mark Schiff is a stand-up comedian, actor, and the coauthor of a book on stand-
up, I Killed. Jerry Seinfeld says that "Mark Schiff is one of the funniest, the brightest, the best stage comics I have ever 
seen." As a comedian, Schiff has been a headlining in all the major clubs and casinos across the United States for over 
20 years. He has written for Mad About You, Roseanne, and Blue Collar TV, and is the author of four critically 
acclaimed plays. 


