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Some of life’s lessons
. can be learned with
w= a fishing pole
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Glenn Dromgoole: 1'd Rather Be Fishing before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised I'd Rather Be Fishing:

The meditative nature of fishing and straightforward objective of the sport have inspired this gift book by Glenn
Dromgoole, author of What Happy Dogs Know and What Dogs Teach Us. Complete with photographs, thistitle
makes a thoughtful gift for anyone's favorite fisherman.

About the AuthorGlenn Dromgoole is the author of seven books and is managing editor of McWhiney Foundation
Press and State House Press, which publish books on Texas and Civil War history and are affiliated with the Texas
AM University Press consortium. He also writes a weekly column on Texas books and authors for seven daily
newspapers and is founder and chairman of the West Texas Book and Author Festival in Abilene. He is the author of
What Dogs Teach Us. He lives and worksin Abilene, Texas.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved.On one of my first fishing trips as a boy, my dad asked if | was having fun fishing. "It's not the fishing | like,"
| am reported to have replied, "it's the catching." However, as | have gotten older, | have come to appreciate that the
process can be more satisfying than the results. That is one of the lessons that fishing teaching us. There are many
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others.l believe we can find deeper meaning in almost any activity if we try hard enough. In fishing, one doesn't have
to try al that hard, actually, to find lessons of significance that apply to all of life.We cast about for opportunities. We
fish for compliments. We agonize over the prize fish that got away. We get hooked on all kinds of things, positive and
negative.Fishing is a prominent topic in the Bible and in great literature. It is an honorable occupation, a popular way
to relax, ahobby, a habit, a passion. We fish, therefore, we are.L et's get started before this gets any deeper. We've kept
this book short for three reasons:First, there isn't that much meaning of life in fishing, anyway.Second, you would
probably rather look at the pictures.Third, you would definitely rather be fishing.Go where the fish areOnce when |
was fishing, | kept getting my line caught in an overhead tree, which prompted my partner to remind me, "Y ou're not
going to catch many fish in atree." The same goes for business or any other enterprise-you've got to go where the fish
areif you hope to be successful. Take the baitWhy not just boil and eat the shrimp, rather than use it for bait? If you
have to ask that question, you just don't understand.Fly fishingFly fishing is to pole fishing what big league baseball is
to slow pitch softball, or what a gourmet dinner is to a pancakes-and-bacon breakfast. There's nothing wrong with
either one, but one takes more skill and better equipment.Work at itFishing, like nearly anything else done well,
requires more practice than theory. The best fishermen would rather fish than read about how to fish.Not
boringFishing, like baseball, chess, or classical music, is boring only to those who don't understand it.Lord, give me
patience...If fishing teaches any virtue especially well, it teaches patience. The fisherman can't do anything to force the
fish to bite. He can only keep tossing the bait out there and wait for some action....and do it now! Patience, as most
fishermen know, is an overrated virtue.Hope, faith, and fishingFishing also teaches about hope and faith-hoping that
the next time you toss out your line will be the one when the fish grabs it, and then actually believing that will happen.



