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Soseki Natsume: | Am a Cat: Three Volumesin One before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised | Am aCat: Three Volumesin One:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very goodBy DavidTheGoodQuite fun. The voice of thecat is
brilliant and the pathetic human characters surrounding him are quite entertaining. | had to read portions out loud to
my family - it was that good.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. clever charming bookBy elle.seal am a
Cat isawitty book requiring ones full attention to really absorb its greatness. The cat narrator's thought process is at
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times more clever than many peoples. It isabook about human nature. The cat feels asif it has some special given duty
almost to document the human life it observes through its master, a school teacher. The cat is put-off while in awe of
the pompous yet simple-minded nature of humanity.The charactersin | am a Cat shape the book. Soseki blends humor
with insights of Japan during the Meiji era. A lot of the book is a conversation between the cat's master and his peers-
discussing their opinion of past versus the "present” times, and competing with each other intellectually. As with many
Japanese novels, thereisno real action or plot. The character development/interactions and ideas create the story.0 of

0 people found the following review helpful. Reading thisbook | feel like the translator did a decent job at getting the
...By CustomerReading this book | feel like the trandator did a decent job at getting the words into English but some
meaning and word play just did not translate well. It was a slow read but many references not clicking initialy. That
being said there are some thoughtful discussions that were brought up as a result of reading this book so it may be your
cup of teaif you've been looking for topics to debate with friends.

"A nonchalant string of anecdotes and wisecracks, told by afellow who doesn't have a name, and has never caught a
mouse, and isn't much good for anything except watching human beingsin action..." —The New Y orkerWritten over
the course of 1904-1906, Soseki Natsume's comic masterpiece, | Am a Cat, satirizes the foolishness of upper-middle-
class Japanese society during the Meiji era. With acerbic wit and sardonic perspective, it follows the whimsical
adventures of aworld-weary stray kitten who comments on the follies and foibles of the people around him. A classic
of Japanese literature, | Am aCat is one of Soseki's best-known novels. Considered by many as the greatest writer in
modern Japanese history, Soseki's | Am aCat isaclassic novel sureto be enjoyed for yearsto come.

"A nonchalant string of anecdotes and wisecracks, told by afellow who doesn't have a name." —New Y orkerAbout
the AuthorBorn Natsume Kinnosuke, Soseki was brought up in a middle-class family at the beginning of the Meiji
period. After an extensive education in English, Chinese, and Japanese literature, Soseki taught English at the
University of Tokyo. In 1907, he gave up teaching to devote himself to writing and produced a number of books,
including Botchan, The Three-Cornered World, and Mon. He died in Tokyo in 1916.



