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From Algonquin Books : How to Spell Chanukah and Other Holiday Dilemmas.  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised How to Spell Chanukah and Other Holiday Dilemmas.: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. insubstantialBy Michael LewynA group of stories (mostly, I think, 
nonfictional) by a group of (mostly, I think, youngish and secular) Jewish writers about some of their Chanukah 
experiences. One or two of the stories are moving, one or two are humorous; most were just unmemorable. On the 
positive side, this book is an easy and (mostly) painless read- the sort of book that you could comfortably read if you 
were trapped on an airplane for two or three hours, but not exactly a life-changing experience.1 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Total DisappointmentBy WayfaringstrangerThis was a big disappointment. I wanted a book 
telling about Chanukah and the traditions, giving suggestions and ideas on how to celebrate this holiday. This book is 
trash. It uses the "f" bomb word, then to top it off is uses graphic pictures in the comics, neither of which added to the 
book but what little good that was in the book, those two things took completely away. This is definitely a "do not 
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read" even if you are stuck with no other book.0 of 11 people found the following review helpful. How to Spell 
ChanukahBy L. CaplanAfter reading the original reviews of this book, it was ordered for our synagogue's library. 
Upon receipt of the book and reading most of it, our librarian found it quite inappropriate for our young adults. It is 
now hidden amongst our adult books (in an area few people use).

"What a holiday! No pestilence, no slavery, no locusts, no cattle disease or atonement. No synagogue, no guilt, no 
mortar, and no real lesson to be absorbed and passed down to my Jewish offspring. Thank God," writes Joshua Braff, 
one of eighteen Jewish writers who extol, excoriate, and expand our understanding of this most merry of Jewish 
holidays. These essays, by Adam Langer, Tova Mirvis, Steve Almond, Eric Orner, and others, range from the comedic 
to the snarky, the poignant to the poetic, and includes such topics as the jealousy experienced in December when the 
rest of America is celebrating Christmas (we never get to join in the reindeer games!); the problem parents have 
dampening their children's desire for more presents (call it Greedikah!); and the weight gain associated with eating 432 
latkes in eight nights (dayenu, enough!). Whether your Chanukahs were spent singing "I have a Little Dreidel" or 
playing the "Maoz Tzur" on the piano, whether your family tradition included a Christmas tree or a Chanukah bush, 
whether the fights among your siblings over who would light the menorah candles rivaled the battles of the 
Maccabees, or even if you haven't a clue who the Maccabees were, this little book proves there are as many ways to 
celebrate Chanukah as there are ways to spell it. 

From Publishers WeeklyDespite a cheery title, the writers in this odd little holiday book tackle their subject-and its 
attendant traditions of family, guilt and, well, tradition-with ambivalence, a real sense of soul-searching and a bit of 
self-pity. Trying to make peace with their Chanukah memories, most of these writers are quick to point out its relative 
unimportance in the Jewish roster of holidays, inflated by its proximity to Christmas; still, their stories are clearly 
vivifying. There's a great deal of kvetching over the influence and excess of Christmas, and not just its consumerism; 
Jill Kargman, for example, writes about some casual mid-sermon anti-Semitism at a midnight mass. There's also 
solidarity to be found, as in Peter Orner's story of growing up in a family of "Christmas-tree Jews": "Let me be clear: 
we had no relationship with Christ beyond loving the mall like everyone else in America." Standouts include graphic 
artist Eric Orner's "Traditions Break," a compact and involving story about a young woman's first Chanukah alone; 
Joanna Smith Rakoff's "Dolls of the World," an accomplished troubled-family tale; and Josh Braff's "The Blue Team," 
which happily extols, "What a holiday.... No synagogue, no guilt, no mortar, and no real lesson to be absorbed and 
passed down to my Jewish offspring. Thank God." Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed 
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.About the AuthorEmily Franklin is the author of The Girls' Almanac and Liner Notes 
and numerous novels for young adults. She has edited three previous anthologies, including It's a Wonderful Lie: 26 
Truths About Life in Your Twenties. 


