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Dan Wilbur : How Not to Read: Harnessing the Power of a Literature-Free Life  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised How Not to Read: Harnessing the Power of a 
Literature-Free Life: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Books: Outstanding, Incredible, MarvelousBy Michael RI purchased 
Mr. Wilbur's book not really knowing what to expect. I soon discovered that what was bound within this "book" were 
over a hundred sheets of paper with letters printed on them. Outstanding! Furthermore, these letters formed words that 
were expertly crafted by Mr. Wilbur to express complex ideas. Incredible! Even though these words were made years 
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ago in a place very far away from me, by a miracle of modern science I am able to decipher them in the comfort of my 
living room. Marvelous!4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Hilarious!By hannah schneiderThis book is 
a hilarious, intelligent and strangely insightful into literary culture in the age of the internet. I have a kindle, but this is 
definitely worth owning a hard-copy of so you can flip to the middle and show people the photoshopped book covers. 
(The one Wilbur did for The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn actually had me in tears I was laughing so hard.) This is 
my go-to holiday gift this year, ESPECIALLY for anyone that's ever set foot on a liberal arts college campus.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Dan Wilbur is Classic!By Jon JarcOne of Wilbur's claims to fame includes 
his take on classic book titles. This book takes a gander at some of those classics, and then compliments the visual 
'centerfold' with his unique and darkly sarcastic wit. "How Not To Read" pokes fun at the best of high school and 
college literature and is blessed with Wilbur's intelligence, sarcasm, and understanding of what makes great 
reading...ironically enough. If you have ever watched any of his stand-up comedy, you will appreciate his bravado, 
sensibility, and sarcasm, and this work does not disappoint in an of those areas either.A nice change of pace, 
refreshing and respectfully inappropriate...which is fine.

The Last Stupid Book You'll Ever Need to Read Don't want to slog through lengthy old books like A Tale of Two 
Cities or The Giving Tree? Sick of being judged by your avid-reader "friends" who talk about books you've never 
heard of? Want to sound smarter without the strain of actually bettering yourself? Never fear. In How Not to Read, 
you'll find techniques to fake your way through literature so you never have to read another book--ever! Inside, you'll 
find:* Tips for getting through anything you have to read by reading faster: Just read every third word. (One Hundred 
Years of Solitude becomes "Many as the Colonel was, that when him ice." Wow! It's like a Gertrude Stein poem only 
more comprehensible!) * Entire genres summed up in a single page: Historical fiction becomes "Guess who else had 
sex: Hitler!" * Literary insults to make yourself seem smarter: "The only thing sadder than you is a Joycean 
epiphany!" "You're as weak as a passive sentence written in negative form. And probably not considered by anyone to 
be worth more than an adverb." It's time to stop fearing those people who keep bringing up Ayn Rand. How Not to 
Read is here to liberate the world from ever needing to read a book again.

About the AuthorDan Wilbur is a 10. That is, a 10 after adding up his three best features: Physique (3), Face (5), 
Personality (2). Dan is a comedian, writer, and avid video game player living in Brooklyn, NY. He has read nearly half 
of nearly half of all the books he owns.If you like Dan, even a little, it's probably because you've seen his writing or 
you're his parents. His writing is featured on Collegehumor.com, McSweeney's, the Onion News Network on IFC. Dan 
is the creator and editor of Better Book Titles. "How Not to Read: Harnessing the Power of a Literature-Free Life" 
(Perigee) is his first humor book. 


