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Leonard Nathan : Diary of a Left-Handed Bird Watcher  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Diary of a Left-Handed Bird Watcher: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. a delightful little book!By Shirley FifieldHow refreshing to read the 
inner thoughts of the writer as he discovers his Epiphany in the natural world. You can sense his feeling of joy in each 
discovery.2 of 7 people found the following review helpful. A SleeperBy A CustomerThis book was so boring that I 
didn't finish it. I forced myself to read 70%, but couldn't continue. While Mr. Nathan has plenty of historical facts, 
poems and other tidbits, this book feels more like a literary exercise than a book that truly captures the spirit and 
delight of birding (or bird watching).0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. One StarBy Ida Comparindidn't 
like it at all.
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prose/memoirs

From Publishers WeeklyPoet Nathan, who took up the hobby late in life, here ponders on the physical and 
philosophical aspects of birdwatching as he argues with an ornithologist friend about the meaning of epiphany. With a 
group of experienced birdwatchers, he spends hours in a Manitoba swamp waiting to see the small and secretive 
Yellow Rail; on another outing, he seeks the elusive snow bunting. Frequently, Nathan spends hours under wretched 
conditions only to glimpse the blur of a wing. He dreams about birds and longs to compile an anthology of poems 
about them. Birders at any level will enjoy his account of field trips, and more serious thinkers will appreciate his 
commentary on the basic nature of birdwatching. Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library 
JournalWhile not geared to the average chickadee-loving bird watcher, this title will be appreciated by readers who 
love both birds and poetry. Nathan, a noted poet, has compiled essays on his passion: finding the elusive snow 
bunting. He muses in conversations with his wife, his ornithologist friend Lewis, and his Thursday Group of fellow 
birders on the idea of epiphany. Nathan longs for the "heart-stirring sensation that goes with a clear vivid vision of a 
bird" and the immediate realization that something special has manifested itself in finding a much-longed-for quarry. 
Liberally sprinkled with quotations on birds from well-known poets and philosophers and with his own poems, 
Nathan's book has added a needed dimension to the now popular pastime and even passion of birding. For natural 
history and literary collections.?Phyllis Pope Bofferding, Hennepin Cty. Lib., Minnetonka, Minn.Copyright 1996 Reed 
Business Information, Inc.From BooklistAdding up Nathan's works of prose, poetry, and translation results in an 
impressive total of 22 books. Nathan now takes readers on an entertaining bird-watching journey to such places as 
Manitoba, Texas, and Arizona--on beaches and in a marshy pond, a stand of Monterey cypresses, a stand of pecan 
trees, a wildlife refuge, and a peach orchard. Nathan sprinkles his narrative with the writings of Ruskin, Goethe, 
Coleridge, Tennyson, Audubon, Virgil, Whitman, Frost, and others. This delightful account of Nathan's birding 
experiences will interest bird-watchers and non-bird-watchers alike. George Cohen 


