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Evelyn Waugh : Decline and Fall before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised Decline and Fall:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Lighthearted Y et Dark Comedy - Waugh's First NovelBy R. J.
MarsellaThereis awry humor that suffuses this novel from beginning to end. The story of Paul Pennyfeather , ayoung
man who fallsinto ateaching post in Wales , meets and marries awealthy heiress with tragic-comic repercussionsis
filled with characters that are well conceived and fully realized by the magic of Waugh'sincisive language. A bit of a
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farce and a sarcastic look into the class structure of Britain between the wars Decline and Fall is never dull and
remains an entertaining read ninety years after it was first published.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
and some say his best. Unrelenting satireBy David HatmakerWaugh's first novel, and some say his best. Unrelenting
satire. His description of the Welsh village band is worth the price of the book, many times over. | first read this book
in college 60 years ago and still pick it up periodically. My original copy isfalling apart, so | had to order the Kindle
version. . Lately |I've recommended it to a grandchild. About this book | have no Doubts.0 of O people found the
following review helpful. Biography for Us AlIBy lidzA wonderful first novel by Waugh! This keeps drawing the
reader back to continue reading from where one left off. It isavery quick read. A great base and foundation with
which to begin the journey with and study of Waugh. It is very easy to identify with charactersin this novel since we
al livelives of decline and fall.

Sent down from Oxford after awild, drunken party, Paul Pennyfeather is oddly surprised to find himself qualifying for
the position of schoolmaster at a boys' private school in Wales. His colleagues are an assortment of misfits, rascals and
foals, including Prendy (plagued by doubts) and Captain Grimes, who is alwaysin the soup (or just plain drunk). Then
Sports Day arrives, and with it the delectable Margot Beste-Chetwynde, floating on a scented breeze. Asthe farce
unfolds in Evelyn Waugh's dazzling debut as a novelist, the young run riot and no one is safe, least of all Paul.

* ..acorking production. Rik Mayall displays afinely tuned enthusiasm and a range of voices that convey, one
imagines, just the effects Waugh was after. The Sunday TimesFrom the Publisher7 1-hour cassettesFrom the Inside
FlapDecline and Fall (1928) was Evelyn Waugh'simmensely successful first novel, and it displays not only al of its
author's customary satiric genius and flair for unearthing the ridiculous in human nature, but also a youthful
willingness to train those weapons on any and every thing in his path. In this fractured picaresque comedy of the
hapless Paul Pennyfeather stumbling from one disaster to another, Waugh manages the delicious task of skewering
every aspect of the society in which he lived.With an Introduction by Frank KermodeSir Frank Kermode, formerly
Lord Northcliffe Professor at London University, is now Professor at Cambridge and Columbia Universities. His
books include The Uses of and Continuities.



