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Drew Hayden Taylor : Dead White Writer on the Floor  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Dead White Writer on the Floor: 

Dead White Writer on the Floor uses two literary conventionstheatre of the absurd and mystery novelsto create one of 
the funniest and thought-provoking plays ever about identity politics. In Act One, six savages; noble, innocent, 
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ignorant, fearless, wise and gay, respectively; find themselves in a locked room with the body of a white writer, which 
they stash in a closet. None of them can figure out how he died or which of them might have killed him. They realize 
as they point fingers at each other, however, that they are all profoundly unhappy with their lives as theyve been 
constructed over the past four hundred years: Old Lodge Skins wants to know what it feels like to be a young man; 
Billy Jack wonders what spreading healing rather than pain would feel like; Injun Joe is desperate for an education; 
Kills Many Enemies is exhausted by his deadly seriousness and yearns for a sense of humour; Pocahontas seeks to feel 
respected as a woman rather than lusted after as a child sex object; and Tonto wants to come out of the canyon and be 
the one wearing the mask for a change. Gradually, they figure out that the latest iteration of Gutenbergs invention 
buzzing like a beehive on the dead writers desk is actually a dream-catcher, which they can use to rewrite their lives in 
the image of their own inner beings.Imagine their surprise when they reappear in the same locked room in Act Two as 
Mike, Jim, Bill, John, Sally and Fredattending an A.A. meeting and bickering among themselves about reserve 
politics, unmanageable family relationships and whether Bingo has a place in their new air-conditioned casinoand 
realize the white writer must still be very much alive in their community; his body in the closet is still warm!


