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John Price : Daddy Long Legs: The Natural Education of a Father  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Daddy Long Legs: The Natural Education of a Father: 

“If David Sedaris and Annie Dillard had a literary love child and raised him in Iowa, he would write like this.”—The 
Iowan John Price appears to have thrown in the towel. He has spent the last year struggling to support his family, 
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neglecting to spend time with his wife and children, and becoming increasingly cynical about the degraded state of the 
natural world around him. After a heart-attack scare, however, his wife demands that he start appreciating all the 
“good things” in his life: their mouse-infested old house, their hopelessly overgrown yard, and most of all, the joys and 
humiliations of parenthood. In his quest to become a better father, Price faces many unexpected challenges—like 
understanding his grandmother’s decision to die, and supporting his nature-loving sons’ decision to make their home a 
“no-kill zone” for all living creatures. Still he finds the second chance he was looking for—to save himself and, 
perhaps, his small corner of an imperfect yet still beautiful world.


